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In her book “The Future is History” (2017), journalist Masha Gessen tracks in a personal 
and touching way what she sees as “a toxic legacy” of the Soviet Union era, through the 
notion of a people captivated by their traumatic past.  Russia’s traumatic history, she 
argues, underlies much of its present politics and condemns its people to repeat its 
history of dictatorship and submission. Russia’s future, Gessen suggests, stands outside 
history, hence outside time. Since World War II, the phenomenon of trauma has become 
central to our understanding of the cultural, political, and psychological challenges that 
define what it means to live in the postmodern era. The other part of Gessen’s book tells 
the story of survival. It is a story of heroic academics who create fields of thought that 
have been destroyed by the Soviets, and re-built psychoanalysis from the ground up. 
Bohleber reminds us that psychoanalysis began as a theory of trauma by linking the 
roots of hysteria to memory, and more precisely, to the failure to remember which leads 
to repetition and to the conflation of self and other, past and present, here and there. 
Perhaps because trauma is at the origin of the psychoanalytic project, it should not 
surprise us that the question of historical origin has haunted the psychoanalytic 
understanding of trauma since its very beginning. 
 
History is a very difficult concept for psychoanalysts, because it is a reconstruction that 
includes “what has not happened, what happens to others and not to me, what never 
happened at all, and what I could never dream of happening.”  This year's National 
Congress for the Canadian Psychoanalytic Society will center on the question of trauma 
from the dilemma of temporality through the notion of psychic returns: transference, 
inheritance, breakdown, destruction, and survival. The problem of history can be framed 
through a set of clinical dilemmas: How do we recover from the destruction of what has 
already occurred? How do we approach new learnings while facing the “catastrophe” 
(Bion) of change? Given the phantasmic, belatedness or Nachträglichkeit nature of 
psychic temporality, can trauma be traced to an original cause? What is the role of 
fantasy in experiencing an event as traumatic? How does psychoanalytic 
conceptualization of history orient our therapeutic technique? 

 

 

 
National Scientific Program (NSP) Chair: Oren Gozlan 
 
National and local committee members: Susan Baxt, Arian Behzadi, Nick Carveth, 
James Fabian, Karin Holland Biggs, Kristine Klement, Jasmina Pilasanovic, 
Shawn Thomson, Terry Zaloum. 
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45th National Congress of the Canadian Psychoanalytic Society 
 

CANADIAN PSYCHOANALYTIC SOCIETY – 45th CONGRESS 
 

The Future Is History 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
 

Thursday, May 30, 2024 

 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Registration and President’s welcome Lobby Lounge 
 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. Panel Conversation Sovereign 
  Jan Abram, PhD (British Psychoanalytic Society) 
  Richard Simpson, MD FRCP(C) (Canadian Psychoanalytic Society, QE) 
  Moderator: Oren Gozlan CPsych, ABPP, FIPA (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
  (Open to the Public) 
 
8:30 – 10:00 p.m. Cocktail  Lobby Lounge 

 

Friday, May 31, 2024 

 
8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Registration  Lobby Lounge 
 
8:30 -9:45 a.m. Paper Session 1 Windsor A 
  “The Banality of Evil vs Primary Hatred” 
  Presenter: Gilbert Levet, PhD (CPS, Montreal, QC) 
  Moderator: Nicholas Carveth (TIP candidate, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 2 Windsor B 
  “No History No Future: Bion and Loewald on the Significance of the 
  Present Moment” 
  Presenter: Nahaleh Moshtagh, PhD, CPsych (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
  Moderator: Shawn Thomson (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 3 Windsor C 
  “Being and not Being: Consideration of Dissociation, Superego Anxiety 
  and Narcissistic Pathology in Working with Children & Adolescents” 
  Presenters: Agnieszka Gozlan, Florence Loh, Angela Robinson 
  (Toronto, ON) 
  Moderator: Jasmina Pilasanovic (TIP candidate, Toronto, ON) 
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9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Coffee break 
 
10:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Keynote  Sovereign 
  “The Frankenstein Complex, on Birth Terrors” 
  Presenter: Jan Abram, PhD (BPS) 
  Moderator: Oren Gozlan CPsych, ABPP, FIPA (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
 
12:30 – 2:00 p.m. Lunch (not provided) 
 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Clinical Workshop with Jan Abram Sovereign 
  Presenter: Jan Abram, PhD (BPS) 
  Moderator: Oren Gozlan CPsych, ABPP, FIPA (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
 
3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Coffee break 
 
3:45 -5:00 p.m. Paper Session 4 Windsor A 
  “Rope of Sexuality: How Children ‘Researches’ Prime the Place of 
  Sexuality – A Freudian-Laplanchian View” 
  Presenter: Cecilia Taiana, PhD (CPS, Ottawa, ON) 
  Moderator: Stephen Fowler, MD FIPA (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 5 Windsor B 
  “Travail de l’écoute, travail du contre-transfert / Listening Work,  
  Counter-transference Work” 
  Presenter: Isabelle Lasvergnas, PhD (CPS, Montreal, QC) 
  Moderator: Noreen Bider (TIP candidate, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 6 Windsor C 
  “A Lens on Change: Similarities and Tensions between the Documentary 
  Camera and the Psychoanalytic Eye” 
  Presenters: Karen Dougherty, MA, RP, FIPA (CPS, Toronto, ON);  
   Steven Silver (TIP candidate, Toronto, ON) 
  Moderator: Susan Baxt (CPS, Montreal, QC) 
 
6:30 p.m.  Freud Café (information appended to this flyer) 
  “Are You Empathic?” 
  Presenter: Joshua Levy, PhD, CPsych (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
  (Open to all registrants) 
  Venue: Creeds Coffee Bar (near Dupont & Bathurst) 
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Saturday, June 1, 2024 

 
8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Registration and continental breakfast Lobby Lounge 
 
9:00 – 10:45 a.m. Keynote  Sovereign 
  “Analytic Work: The Essential and the Accidental in Psychoanalysis” 
  Presenter: Richard Simpson, MD, FRCP(C) (CPS, QE) 
  Moderator: Shawn Thomson (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
 
10:45 – 11:00 a.m. Coffee break 
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Paper Session 7 Windsor A 
  “Narrative Revolts and the Art of Transitioning” 
  Presenter: Oren Gozlan, CPsych, ABPP, FIPA (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
  Moderator: Kristine Klement, PhD (TPS, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 8 Windsor B 
  “May Your Kingship Come: Psychoanalyzing the Lord’s Prayer” 
  Presenter: Martti Paloheimo (TPS Guest, Toronto, ON) 
  Moderator: Nicholas Carveth (TIP candidate, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 9 Windsor C 
  “Ego Adaptation and Meta-regulation in Exile: The Iranian-Canadian 
  Diaspora’s Response to Authoritarianism and Collective Trauma” 
  Presenter: Ahmad-Reza Yazdi, PhD (CPS-QE Guest, Montreal, QC) 
  Moderator: Arian Behzadi (TIP candidate, Toronto, ON) 
 
12:15 – 2:00 p.m. Lunch Break (not provided) 
 
12:15 -3:15 p.m. Training Analysts’ Colloquium (reserved for IPA TAs) Windsor A 
  (lunch provided) 
 
12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Canadian Group of Psychoanalysts for Children & Windsor B 
  Adolescents (CGPCA) 
  (light lunch provided and all are welcome)* 
* Any Congress attendee is welcome but please indicate on the registration form if you would like to 
attend so we can plan for catering. 
   
2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Candidate Clinical Paper Master Class w/Jan Abram Sovereign 
  (open to CIP and IPSO candidates only) 
  “The Case of a ‘Girl, Interrupted’” 
  Presenter: Batool Batalvi (CPS, Toronto, ON) 
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  Panel for the Canadian Institute for Child & Adolescent Windsor B 
  Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy (CICAPP); Child & Adolescent 
  Mental Health (CATCH); Canadian Association of Psychoanalytic Child 
  Therapists (CAPCT) 
  Presenters: Florence Loh (President, CICAPP), Elizabeth Tuters (CAPCT), 
  Susan Walker-Kennedy (President, CATCH) 
  Moderator: Allannah Furlong, PhD (CPS, Montreal, QC) 
 
  Film Screening Windsor C 
  Screening of JCVD(2008) for Robert Northey’s Paper Session 12 
 
3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Coffee break 
 
3:45 – 5:00 p.m. Paper Session 10 Windsor A 
  “A Discussion of Ofra Eshel’s Into the Depths of a ‘Black Hole’ and 
  Deadness” 
  Presenter: Paul Steinberg, MD (CPS, Vancouver, BC) 
  Moderator: James Fabian, MD (CPS, Vancouver, BC) 
 
  Paper Session 11 Windsor B 
  “Machine of the Same: Repetition in the Foundational Discourse of 
  the Argentinian ‘being’ (1976-1983)” 
  Presenter: Cecilia Taiana, PhD (CPS, Ottawa, ON) 
  Moderator: Arian Behzadi (TIP, Toronto, ON) 
 
  Paper Session 12 Windsor C 
  “Film Discussion, JCVD(2008): The Answer Before the Question” 
  Presenter: Robert Northey, MD (CPS, Ottawa, ON);  
  Moderator: Susan Baxt (CPS, Montreal, QC) 
*Note: Film screening at 2 pm in the Windsor C 
 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Banquet  Sovereign 
 
 

Sunday, June 2, 2024 

 

Sovereign Ballroom 
 
7:30 – 8:00 a.m. Coffee and continental breakfast 
 
8:30 – 10:00 a.m. CIP Annual Business Meeting (open to CPS members) 
 
10:00 – 12:00 p.m. CPS Annual Business Meeting (CPS Members and Candidates only) 
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How to register and reserve your hotel: 

 
REGISTRATIONS: 
Registration for the National Congress is now open. 
 
CONGRESS VENUE: 
The Omni King Edward Hotel 
37 King Street East 
Toronto (ON) M5C 1E9 
 
RESERVING YOUR GUEST ROOM AT THE OMNI KING EDWARD HOTEL TORONTO: 
 

***The deadline for the special hotel rate to receive an added bonus is Saturday, April 27, 2024*** 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: A limited number of guest rooms have been reserved at a special, discounted 
rate of $369 plus taxes and will be allotted on a first-come, first-served basis until May 1st, 2024. At 
the time of cut-off, all unused rooms and suites will be automatically released for general sale and at 
the regular price. The regular, high season rate starts upwards of $500 plus tax. Please keep this in 
mind when you plan your stay. 
 
***Special added bonus! If you reserve your room at the Omni King Edward Hotel Toronto before 

Saturday, April 27, 2024 you will receive an additional 25% reduction on the hotel registration 
upon sending your hotel receipt to cpsscp1967@gmail.com following the congress.*** 

 
Please register and reserve your hotel rooms as early as possible, using the discount code below: 
 
 

Group Code: 053024CANADIANP 
Group Name: Canadian Psychoanalytic Society 

 
Omni Hotels Reservation: 1-800-THE-OMNI (800.843.6664) 

 

 
 

Note: This programme has been accepted for continuing education credits from the Canadian Psychological 
Association. 
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CONGRESS REGISTRATION FORM 

 
TO REGISTER: 
1. Complete this fillable PDF form and return it to Mena Iaciofano at cpsscp1967@gmail.com  
2. Pay by e-transfer, cheque or via PayPal. 
 
REGISTRATION RATES 
Early-bird rates for registration to the congress only apply until May 10, 2024. Full Rate applies from 
May 11, 2024 onwards. 

 
   EARLY RATE FULL RATE 
Non-CPS Members  $425 $475 
CPS Members  $350 $399 
Candidates/Students  $150 $200 
1 day registration (non-CPS members) $220 $220 
1 day registration (CPS members/guests) $220 $220 
1 day registration (students/candidates) $120 $120 
Congress dinner - _______# attending @ $100 $100 
 
CGPCA Lunch (June 1st) YES I WILL ATTEND _______ 
 
Name: _____________________________   Professional Title: _________________ 
 
Society affiliation: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________ Email: _____________________________ 
 

Status:  Member, CPS________   Candidate, CIP________ 

 Guest, CPS__________   Fellow, CPS___________ 

 Non-CPS Member__________ 

 Graduate student________   Resident________ 

 Mental Health Professional: 

  Art Therapist________ 

  Counsellor________ 

  Psychiatrist________ 

  Psychologist________ 

  Social Worker________ 

 Other ___________________________ 
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